
 

 

HOLYOKE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
NOVEMBER MEETING 

 
Minutes of November 22, 2022 

 
The 412th meeting of the Holyoke Community College Board of Trustees was held on Tuesday, 

November 22, 2022, remotely with Chair Robert W. Gilbert, Jr. presiding. 
 

MEMBERS  
PRESENT 

Robert W. Gilbert, Chair  
Charles Epstein 
Trustee George 
Ted Hebert 
Yolanda Johnson 
Evan Plotkin 
Vanessa Smith 
Ivonne Vidal 
Eleanor Williams 

  
MEMBERS 
ABSENT 

Nayroby Rosa 

ALSO PRESENT Teresa Beaudry, Alan Bloomgarden, Amy Brandt, Beth Breton, Maria Brunelle, 
Julissa Colon, Karen Desjeans, Veena Dhankher, Mayra Diaz, David Dilulis 
O’Connor & Drew, Mary Dixey, Curt Foster, Judy Gregoire, Raul Gutierrez, 
Kim Hicks, Mark Hudgik, Jane Johnson Vottero, Olivia Kynard, Lauren LeClair, 
Jane Lerner, Nate Leveille, Sharale Mathis, Megan Pereira, Julie Phillips, 
Angela Provart, Paily Group Inc., Kris Ricker Choleva, Evelyn Rivera-
Riffenburg, Christina Royal, Mir-Hashmatullah Saify, Narayan Sampath, 
Shannon Sarkisian, Amanda Sbriscia, Douglas Scanlon, Shannon Shatos, John 
Sieracki, Jeanette Smith, Kim Straceski and Renee Tastad. 
 

MEETING CALL TO 
ORDER 

At 8:08 am, the meeting was officially called to order by Chair Robert Gilbert. 

 Roll Call Attendance: 
Trustee Epstein  Yes 
Trustee George Yes 
Trustee Hebert Entered 8:14 a.m. 
Trustee Johnson Yes 
Trustee Plotkin    Yes 
Trustee Smith  Yes  
Trustee Vidal  Entered 8:13 a.m. 
Trustee Williams Yes 
Chair Gilbert  Yes 

 
CONSIDERATION OF 
CONSENT AGENDA 
ITEMS 

Chair Gilbert asked if any consent agenda items needed to be moved to the 
regular agenda but there were none. 

 
• Consideration of Minutes for Board of Trustees Meeting of October 25, 

2022.  
• Consideration of Minutes for Board of Trustees Retreat Meeting of 

September 30, 2022 (Separate attachment). 
• Report of Personnel Action dated November 22, 2022. 

o To approve personnel actions for the Non-Unit Professional and 
MCCC Unit Professional Staff and Faculty. 
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• Cancellation of the Board of Trustees December 27, 2022 meeting. 
 

• Committee Reports  
o Advocacy  
o By-Laws and Government 
o Equity  
o Nominating  
o President Evaluation Committee 
o Strategic Planning  

 
A motion was made by Trustee Williams and seconded by Trustee Epstein 
to approve the Consent Agenda. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
Trustee Epstein  Yes 
Trustee George Yes 
Trustee Hebert Entered 8:14 a.m. 
Trustee Johnson Yes 
Trustee Plotkin    Yes 
Trustee Smith  Yes  
Trustee Vidal  Entered 8:13 a.m. 
Trustee Williams Yes 
Chair Gilbert  Yes 
 

AUDIT AND FINANCE 
COMMITTEE  
 

Vice President Narayan Sampath Introduced David Dilulis from O’Connor & 
Drew, who went over the required communications for the College’s Financial 
audit. 
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Mr. Dilulis provided the Board a brief overview of the financial statements. 
  

• O’Connor & Drew issued two reports, the financial statements and the 
Internal Control Environment report. 

• There were no material weaknesses or significant deficiencies. 
• There were no fraud risks identified or associated with the audit. 

 
A motion to approve the FY 2023 audited financial statements as presented was 
made by Trustee Epstein and seconded by Trustee Hebert. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
Trustee Epstein  Yes 
Trustee George Yes 
Trustee Hebert Yes 
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Trustee Johnson Yes 
Trustee Plotkin    Yes 
Trustee Smith  Yes  
Trustee Vidal  Yes 
Trustee Williams Yes 
Chair Gilbert  Yes 
 
 
Comptroller Curt Foster provided an overview of the first quarter statement of 
Revenue and Expenses (FY2023). 
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A motion to approve the Fiscal Year 2023 First Quarter Statement of Revenue 
and Expenses was made by Trustee Plotkin and seconded by Trustee Hebert. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
Trustee Epstein  Yes 
Trustee George Yes 
Trustee Hebert Yes 
Trustee Johnson Yes 
Trustee Plotkin    Yes 
Trustee Smith  Yes  
Trustee Vidal  Yes 
Trustee Williams Yes 
Chair Gilbert  Yes 

 
PRESIDENTIAL 
SEARCH PROCESS 
UPDATE 
 

Chair Gilbert Introduced Eleanor Williams to provide an update on the of 
Presidential Search process. 

• Trustee Williams reported on the Presidential Search Committee with 
the support of Pauly Group’s President, Angela Provart. 

• After the Presidential profile is complete, the cCommittee will start 
reviewing applications in January-February 2023. 

• In March 2023, there will be on campus visits by the semi-finalists. 
• A feedback survey on the finalist candidates will be conducted of 

employee and community groups. 
• The Board of Trustees will conduct formal interviews with each of the 

finalists and an informal dinner to interact with the candidates. 
• In April 2023, the candidate will be voted on the Board Meeting. 
•  

Trustee Williams provided the Board a list of the committee members for a motion of approval. 
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A motion to approve the Presidential Search Committee was made by Trustee 
Vidal and seconded by Trustee Hebert. 
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Roll Call Vote: 
Trustee Epstein  Yes 
Trustee George Yes 
Trustee Hebert Yes 
Trustee Johnson Yes 
Trustee Plotkin    Yes 
Trustee Smith  Yes 
Trustee Vidal  Yes 
Trustee Williams Yes 
Chair Gilbert  Yes 
 

REPORT OF THE 
CHAIR 
 

Chair Gilbert shared highlights since the last meeting. 
 

• Continuing to work with the Pauly Group. 
• He reminded the Board that we need 100 percent participation at the 

commencement on June 13, 2023. 
 

PRESIDENT’S 
REPORT: 
 

• President Royal asked Amanda Sbriscia to introduce a new employee 
Alan Bloomgarden, Director of Foundation and Government Grants in 
the Institutional Advancement Office. 

 
• President Royal congratulated Administration & Finance department for 

a clean audit for fiscal year 2022. 
 

• President Royal introduced Amanda Sbriscia and the following staff to 
present on Philanthropy and Fundraising at HCC. 

 
Douglas Scanlon 
Alan Bloomgarden 
Nate Leveille 
Megan Pereira 
Julie Phillips 
& John Sieracki 

 
The Philanthropy and Fundraising at HCC Presentation: 
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ADJOURNMENT OF 
MEETING 

On a motion by Trustee Williams and seconded by Trustee Epstein it was 
VOTED to adjourn the meeting. 

 
Roll Call Vote: 
Trustee Epstein  Yes 
Trustee George Left at 9:19 a.m. 
Trustee Hebert Left at 8:54 a.m. 
Trustee Johnson Left at 9:10 a.m. 
Trustee Plotkin    Left at 9:12 a.m. 
Trustee Smith  Left at 9:30 a.m. 
Trustee Vidal  Left at 9:26 a.m. 
Trustee Williams Yes 
Chair Gilbert  Yes 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:32 a.m. 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 

Ivonne Vidal,                            
Secretary Board of Trustees 

 
 

Approved: Robert W. Gilbert, Jr., Chair  
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